
 
 
 
 
 

ADVISORY WIRE 
32-047 

DATE:  March 11, 2009 PAGE: 1 OF 4 
 

FROM:  BOMBARDIER CUSTOMER SERVICES BUSINESS AIRCRAFT 

 
 
 

ADVISORY WIRE 
 

REFERENCE NO: AW32-047 
 

SUBJECT:            Learjet 60 and 60 XR Tire Pressure Checks 
 

EFFECTIVITY:     Learjet 60 Aircraft and 60 XR 
 

ATA:                        32-00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

This communication is available electronically at: http://www.cic.bombardier.com/. Please help us keep 
our distribution list up-to-date and accurate. To obtain this document by e-mail, report transmission 
errors or update your distribution profile; please e-mail bacs.e.dist@aero.bombardier.com. If you 
require technical information concerning this wire, please call your Field Service Representative. 

This information is of interest to both Maintenance and Operations Personnel 

http://www.cic.bombardier.com/
mailto:bacs.e.dist@aero.bombardier.com
https://customer.aero.bombardier.com/portal/private/cic/contact/fieldsupport


 
 
 
 
 

ADVISORY WIRE 
32-047 

DATE:  March 11, 2009 PAGE: 2 OF 4 
 

 
1.0 REFERENCES: 
 

1.1 Learjet 60 Temporary Airplane Flight Manual Revision 2009-03 
1.2 Learjet 60XR Temporary Airplane Flight Manual Revision 2009-03 
1.3 Temporary Aircraft Maintenance Manual Revision 12-16 
1.4 AC 20-97B Aircraft Tire Maintenance  
1.5 Attachment one – Tire pressure check record example 
1.6 Attachment two – Tire pressure check exemption example 

 
2.0 INTRODUCTION: 
 

The FAA has informed Bombardier that it plans to issue an Airworthiness 
Directive (AD) in early April regarding the Learjet 60/60XR.  This is one element 
of a strategic effort to promote safety across the entire aviation industry with 
respect to proper tire inflation. The FAA will issue the AD against the Learjet 60 
and 60XR Airplane Flight Manuals. The AD will require incorporation of a 
Temporary Flight Manual supplement which requires tire pressure to be checked 
within 96 hours prior to flight. 

 
3.0 DESCRIPTION: 

 
The AD will require incorporation of the TFM which consists of a change to the 
AFM Limitations Section. Additionally, in parallel, a change to Chapter 12-10-05 
of the AMM is being made for clarification. The TFM and AMM Temporary 
Revision are scheduled to be released by Learjet on 18 March, 2009. A highlight 
of the changes to the AFM and AMM are as follows: 
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Airplane Flight Manual: 

 
1. In the Tires Limitation Section, under System Limits a new requirement 

will be added; “The nose and main landing gear tire pressures must be 
checked within 96 hours (not flight hours) prior to takeoff using the 
procedures listed in Chapter 12 of the Learjet 60 Maintenance Manual” 

2. New steps will be added to the exterior preflight section to validate the 
preflight pressure having been checked. 

3. A note and warning will be added to the aborted takeoff procedures. 
• The warning discusses the effects a damaged squat switch can 

have regarding thrust reverser operations. 
• The note clarifies the normal sequencing of the engine 

annunciations during Thrust Reverser operations. 
 

Maintenance Manual changes: 
 

1. Learjet maintains the Chapter 12 recommendation for preflight tire 
pressure checks and has moved this to the forefront of this chapter. 

2. The Maintenance Manual now states tire pressure checks must be taken 
per the revised AFM limitations (96 hour check requirement prior to 
flight). 

3. Tire pressure checks must be documented. A sample form to record tire 
pressures will be included in the Temporary Revision to the Maintenance 
Manual. It should be noted, an aircraft logbook entry is not required when 
recording this action. 

4. The Temporary Revision will also include a Tire Pressure Check 
Procedure. Additionally, it is not required for an A&P Mechanic to 
perform this check or document the readings. 

 
In addition to the normal distribution process, Bombardier Learjet Customer 
Support will utilize the CIC Hot Topics section to provide links to all 
information regarding this subject.  
 
A tire pressure training module will be added to the CIC Hot Topics section. 
The training may be accessed through the CIC website or directly through the 
Bombardier Training website. This training is provided to aid pilots in 
obtaining an exemption from their local authority to perform tire pressure 
checks as required. 
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All future information released on this subject will also be added to the CIC Hot 
Topics section (www.cic.bombardier.com). 

 
4.0 ACTION: 

 
Learjet recommends all operators begin discussions with their local authorities as 
soon as possible to determine what requirements will be necessary to obtain a pilot 
exemption to perform tire pressure checks, where needed. The TFM and AMM 
Temporary Revision issuance is slated for 18 March and as such application for 
exemption (ref. sample) can be completed thereafter. Ideally, the application and 
approval of the exemption is completed in time for the AD which is expected in 
early April. The Tire Pressure Check training found on the CIC website may be 
used to support this action.  

 
Learjet also recommends all operators ensure that accurate tire pressure gages are 
available for each aircraft in preparation for the 96 hour tire pressure check 
requirement. 

 
The Wichita Customer Response Center (CRC) will host Customer call-in sessions 
in the near future giving Customers and Operators an opportunity to ask questions 
regarding this matter. The time, date and call in number will be provided via a 
Communiqué in the near future as well as on the CIC Hot Topics section. 
 
Note: Customers that do not have a current account on the CIC website may open 
one at www.cic.bombardier.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you require any further information concerning this Advisory Wire, please call 
your Field Service Representative. 
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FAR Part 135 Exemption Request: Sample Letter 
 
Note 1:  A pilot operating under the operating rules of 14 CFR Part 91 may in 
accordance with the provisions of 14 CFR 43.3(g), perform daily landing gear tire 
pressure checks. 
 
Note 2:  A pilot operating under the operating rules of 14 CFR Part 135 may not 
perform daily landing gear tire pressure checks because this is considered preventive 
maintenance and not a simple pre-flight inspection task. 
 
1. In order for pilots to check tire pressure under a Part 135 Certificate, the 


Certificate holder must request an exemption under 14 CFR Part 11. 
2. Although exemptions are authorized under 14 CFR Part 11, changes and/or 


revisions to pilot training requirements must be requested and approved in 
accordance with FAR Part 135.325. 


3. Revisions to pilot training generally require sufficient information from the 
Certificate holder in order for the respective FAA Principle Operations Inspector 
to evaluate the proposed training. 


4. The attached sample letter (Page 2) is provided as a generic letter for submission 
to the respective POI. 
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SAMPLE LETTER 


 
 
 
Principle Operations Inspector (POI) 
Flight Standards District Office 
Anytown, Anystate USA 123456 
 
Re:  Learjet Model 60 Temporary Flight Manual Change 
 
Dear Mr. POI: 
 
The FAA has informed Bombardier that it plans to issue an Airworthiness Directive in 
late March regarding the Learjet 60 business jet.  This is one element of a strategic effort 
to promote safety across the entire aviation industry with respect to proper tire inflation.   
 
Bombardier submitted a Temporary Flight Manual (TFM) Change request to the FAA on 
March 6, 2009, for the Learjet 60/60XR.  The TFM specifically requires in part that the 
Airplane Flight Manual to be modified as follows: 
 


• “The nose and main tire pressures must be checked within 96 hours (not flight 
hours) prior to takeoff using the procedures listed in Chapter 12 of the Learjet 60 
Maintenance Manual.” 


 
In a legal opinion issued by the Office of the Chief Counsel, Federal Aviation 
Administration, dated February 26, 2009, Counsel writes that “checking tire pressure on a 
Learjet Model 60 aircraft is preventive maintenance and not a simple pre-flight inspection 
task”.       
 
In order to meet the safety requirements of this Change and concurrently maintain our 
operational commitments, we are requesting an exemption under 14 C.F.R. part 11 which 
would allow our Learjet 60 pilots to check tire pressure.  In accordance with FAR 
135.325(a) (1), the attached outline is provided for a preliminary evaluation of the 
proposed tire pressure training program.   
 
Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this request. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Director of Operations 
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SAMPLE TRAINING OUTLINE 


 
 
 
OUTLINE:  TIRE PRESSURE CHECKING 
 


I. Explain the Temporary Flight Manual Changes to the AFM for LR60/60XR 
II. Review Limitations and Procedures applicable to Tire Pressure/Tire Pressure 


Checking 
III. Discuss potential safety issues for non-compliance 
IV. Who can perform a tire pressure check 
V. Who can service under/over inflated tire/s 
VI. Basic tire pressure information 


a. Newly mounted tires 
b. Effects of ambient temperature 
c. Effects of aircraft loading 
d. Dual main tire pressures 


VII. Calibrated Tire Pressure Gauge 
a. Accuracy is essential 
b. Sensitive Instruments 
c. Exercising caution with stems/valves 


VIII. Tire Servicing 
a. Maintenance personnel only 


IX. Documentation requirements 
 
Bombardier Learjet’s online Tire Pressure Checking Customer Training Presentation is 
located at: 
 
http://www.batraining.com/Online%20Courses/Free%20Courses/Lear60TirePressure/player.html.  
 
The information provided at the link above is intended to enhance, not replace any 
practices, policies or procedures contained within the Airplane Flight Manual. 
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